Inhibition of nitric oxide synthase--potential for a novel class of therapeutic agent?
The free-radical gas nitric oxide (NO) plays an important role in a wide and diverse range of physiological processes. As progress is made in understanding the biological function of NO, there is growing interest in the possibility that inhibitors of NO synthase (NOS) may be of clinical use in the therapy of certain disease states. The search for novel and clinically relevant inhibitors of this enzyme represents a truly multidisciplinary approach to drug screening and will no doubt benefit from the application of recombinant DNA (rDNA) technology.